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On July 20, 2009, Ambassador Eric Goosby, 
U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, participated in 
a special session at the Fifth Annual Interna-
tional AIDS Society Conference on Pathogen-
esis, Treatment and Prevention in Cape Town, 

South Africa.
	 The special session, entitled “Global HIV Re-
search and Policy and Programme Implementation un-
der the New United States Administration,” was chaired 
by Professor Michel Kazatchkine, Executive Director of  
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-
laria, and the other presenter was Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, 
Director of  the U.S. National Institute of  Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, part of  the U.S. National Institutes 
of  Health.
	 During his speech, Ambassador Goosby ex-
plained how the Obama Administration’s Global Health 
Initiative will shape the United States’ response to the 
global HIV/AIDS epidemic through the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief  (PEPFAR). 
	 “The Administration’s Global Health Initiative 
will continue our country’s leadership on global health 
priorities like HIV, TB and malaria. But the idea is to 
expand the focus on integrating current programs with 
those that address maternal and child health, expand 
again into family planning and neglected tropical diseas-
es. … we must commit to intensifying and invigorating 
our existing partnerships – and to cultivate new ones,” 
he said.
	 Ambassador Goosby also talked about the need 
to increase partner government ownership of  the re-
sponse to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
	 “From an HIV/AIDS perspective, I believe we 
can and must scale-up our efforts to foster alliances that 
promote government buy-in and ownership in a more 
intense way than we have done to date, as well as those 
of  other diseases,” he said. “Each nation’s epidemic 
poses its own set of  unique challenges and obstacles, 
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so interventions must be integrated into each country’s 
overall health planning and grounded in local capacity 
– both human resources as well as bricks and mortar. 
Through an inclusive process that includes communities 
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Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, 
participated in a special session at the Fifth Annual In-
ternational AIDS Society Conference on Pathogenesis, 
Treatment and Prevention, along with Dr. Anthony S. 
Fauci, Director of the U.S. National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, U.S. National Institutes of 
Health.
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In Vietnam, Legal Clinics Combat Stigma and Discrimination 
and Help HIV-positive Children Access Education

This year, six-year old Binh Luom went to 
kindergarten. Binh, his older brother, and 
his mother live in a small community in 
northern Vietnam. His family faces stig-
ma and discrimination because Binh and 

his mother are living with HIV/AIDS and because his 
father died of  AIDS. 
	 In 2004, when Binh was one year old, his mother 
submitted his application to attend kindergarten. School 
administrators rejected the application, citing an ofþcial 
regulation which states that children with infectious dis-
eases can be excluded from school, at the discretion of  
school administrators.
	 However, Vietnam’s National Law on HIV/AIDS 
Prevention and Control explicitly states that educational 
establishments cannot refuse to admit students on the 
grounds that they are HIV-positive. 
	 A lack of  understanding of  HIV/AIDS-related 
regulations and laws is one cause of  stigma and discrimi-
nation against people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) 
in Vietnam. 
	 Beginning in 2008, Mrs. Luom received assistance 
from the Hanoi Legal Clinic, and thanks to their dedicat-
ed efforts, Binh’s kindergarten application was accepted 
and he reclaimed his right to education.  
	 The Hanoi Legal Clinic is one of  þve clinics es-
tablished  in 2007 with support from the U.S. President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief  (PEPFAR) to provide 
legal assistance to PLWHA and others affected by the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. The clinic’s legal staff  advocate for 
the rights of  PLWHA and reduction of  HIV/AIDS-re-
lated stigma. With the clinic’s support, clients gain access 
to school, employment, and health care. 	
	 Mrs. Luom learned about the legal clinic when 
members of  her PLWHA support group attended a com-
munication session led by clinic staff. 
	 Mrs. Luom said, “Before I had the help of  the 
Hanoi Legal Clinic, I went to the school alone four 
times—but the headmaster did not accept Binh’s kinder-
garten application.”
	 Hanoi Legal Clinic staff  worked with teachers and 
administrators at the kindergarten to help them under-
stand the law and to reduce HIV/AIDS-related stigma at 
the school. They also encouraged the Ministry of  Health 

to work with the Ministry of  Education and Training to 
clarify the regulation on infectious disease in schools and 
to ensure correct application of  national HIV/AIDS laws 
at the provincial and local levels. 
	 Binh’s case served as a catalyst for change: the 
Ministry of  Education and Training issued a nationwide 
directive, requiring that all schools ensure the right of  
people living with and affected by HIV/AIDS to enroll 
in school and not be subject to HIV testing prior to  ac-
ceptance.  
	 To increase awareness of  this directive, the Hanoi 
Legal Clinic conducted a training workshop for adminis-
trators and teachers from 28 of  Vietnam’s 64 provinces, 
educating them about the directive and national HIV/
AIDS law. 
	 Due to the clinic’s advocacy, not only is Binh now 
enrolled in school, but many other HIV-positive children 
across Vietnam who faced similar discrimination have 
also gained access to education. 
	 “Binh would never have been able to go to school 
without the help of  the Hanoi Legal Clinic” said Mrs.  
Luom, “Absolutely.”
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Kindergartener Binh Luom relaxes at home after school 
with his older brother and his mother. Thanks to the PEP-
FAR-supported Hanoi Legal Clinic, Binh and other HIV-
positive children in Vietnam are able to attend school.




