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World AIDS Day, December 1, 2009

U.S. Government Reaffirms Commitment to Fight against Global AIDS

On World AIDS Day 2009, the US. Govern-
ment underscored its commitment to the fight
against global AIDS.

“On World AIDS Day, let us renew our commit-

ment to ensuring that those infected and affect-
ed by HIV — the woman on treatment who is supporting
her family, the child who dropped out of school to care
for sick parents, the doctors and nurses without adequate
resources — that all those who have joined together to
fight this pandemic will someday live in a world where
HIV/AIDS can be prevented and treated as a disease of
the past,” said Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
at the White House World AIDS Day
event.

Ambassador Eric Goosby, US.
Global AIDS Cootrdinatot, also affirmed
the US. Government’s commitment to
halting the global AIDS pandemic and
emphasized its continued support for
the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

“It is important to acknowledge
the work of President George Bush
..and a bipartisan Congress in creating
and continuing to support PEPFAR.
The American people can truly be proud
of the work that is taking place, and of the dedicated
people who are doing this work.

Yet it is equally true that the global AIDS emer-
gency is far from over. Countries still struggle with vast
unmet needs. There are vast unmet needs in our own
country. We need to work harder — and smarter — than
ever before, laying a foundation that countries can build
on for the long term,” said Ambassador Goosby.

While both acknowledged more needs to done if
the AIDS epidemic is to be defeated, Secretary Clinton
also recognized the many successes achieved in the fight
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against HIV/AIDS thus far.

“We have made progress, but we face an unend-
ing pandemic, one that spares no one, that unfortunate-
ly, disproportionately affects the most vulnerable, and
which is the defining health challenge of our times. And
we have to address it through a series of broad and cross-
cutting global partnerships and a whole-of-government
approach. And that is exactly what we are attempting to
do.

“We know the ravages and complexities of HIV/
AIDS here in our own country, and we know, many of us,
what it looks like around the world. But we can take some
heart in the progress that has been made
over the last two decades. Access to anti-
retroviral treatment in low- and middle-
income countries has risen tenfold in the
last five years. New HIV infections have
fallen by 17 percent over the last eight
years. And much of that progress has
been due to the concerted efforts of the
United States Government and our part-
ners,” said Secretary Clinton.

PEPFAR also announced its new-
est results on World AIDS Day 2009.
As of September 30, 2009, PEPFAR di-
rectly supported life-saving antiretroviral
treatment for over 2.4 million men, women and children
through its partnerships with more than 30 countries. In
addition, PEPFAR partnerships directly supported care
for nearly 11 million people affected by HIV/AIDS, in-
cluding 3.6 million orphans and vulnerable children. And
in fiscal year 2009, PEPFAR directly supported preven-
tion of mother-to-child transmission programs that al-
lowed nearly 100,000 babies of HIV-positive mothers to
be born HIV-free, adding to the nearly 240,000 babies
born without HIV due to PEPFAR support during fiscal
years 2004-2008.
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PEPFAR Launches New Five-Year Strategy

. Launched on World AIDS Day, the Five-Year
<)) Strategy of the US. President’s Emergency
N #¥) Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) outlines
¥ the high-level direction of the program for
its next phase. This strategy reflects lessons
learned in the first five years of the program, expands
existing commitments around service delivery, and places

It is a good start,” said Goosby.

The strategy also describes how PEPFAR will
work to strengthen partner government capacity to lead
the response to this epidemic and other health demands.

“If we are to sustain the gains we’ve had and
have made against this epidemic, PEPFAR must work in
closer collaboration with country governments to sup-

a heightened emphasis on sustainability.

port and mount a truly global response

The annexes — “PEPFAR and
Prevention, Care and Treatment™; “PEP-
FAR and the Global Context of HIV”;
and “PEPFAR’ Contributions to the
Global Health Initiative” — provide ad-
ditional detail on the high-level direction
of PEPFAR outlined in the Five-Year
Strategy.

At the launch of the Strategy,
Ambassador Goosby highlighted the ar-
eas PEPFAR will focus on moving for-
ward.

First, the program will transition
from an emergency response to promo-
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to the shared global burden of disease,”
he said.

In addition, the documents dis-
cuss PEPFAR’ efforts to expand pre-
vention, care, and treatment in both
concentrated and generalized epidem-
ics; integrate and coordinate HIV/AIDS
programs with broader global health
and development programs to maximize
impact on health systems; and invest in
operations research to evaluate impact,
improve service delivery and maximize
outcomes.

“Today, the situation is markedly

tion of sustainable country programs.

“PEPFAR has already started this with its Part-
nership Framework activity, which is a five-year strategic
plan developed in collaboration with our partner govern-
ments. But we need to do more, especially around sup-
porting the creation of mid-level government capacity to
oversee, manage and eventually finance these programs.

different. PEPFAR has brought hope
to millions of people across the world with its treat-
ment and care programs. ...But unmet needs are still the
dominant feature of this program. ...I look forward to
working closely with partner countries, other donors, and
PEPFAR staff in the field to implement the concepts of
this strategy,” said Ambassador Goosby.

PEPFAR Responds to Request from South Africa, Plans $120 Million in
Bridge Funding as Nation Launches Expanded Treatment Effort

On World AIDS Day in Pretoria, the U.S. Government announced plans to invest $120 million in one-time
bridge funding from PEPFAR over 2 years to support the South African Government in implementing a new
plan to meet its country’s need for antiretroviral treatment. Ambassador Donald Gips announced the planned
funding (pending Congressional notification), noting, “This additional funding is in direct response to the
Government of South Africa’s request.” In a World AIDS Day address, President Zuma outlined a series of
major new steps, describing his Government’s dramatically intensified commitment on HIV/AIDS.

Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, noted: “With its large population of people infected
with HIV, South Africa is a key to solving the global crisis. We're encouraged by the Government’s action to
craft a program to meet its people’s needs in a sustainable way, and we’'ll continue to partner with them as

they chart this new course.”

For more information, please visit: http://southafrica.usembassy.gov/press091201.html.
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Ambassador Goosby Visits Ethiopia, Participates in

Roundtable Discussions on HIV/AIDS Programs

During his November 2009 trip to Ethio-
pia, Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global
AIDS Coordinator, participated in a num-
ber of roundtable discussions on HIV/
AIDS programs with government officials,

local service providers, and representatives from universi-
ties and professional associations.

The first of these discussions took place at Addis
Ababa University and brought together the Deans from
Jimma, Gondar and Hawassa Medical Schools, as well as
representatives from the Ethiopian Ministry of Health,
professional associations and students. During the discus-
sion, Ambassador Goosby stressed that a well trained and
motivated health work force is key to strengthening service
delivery. Ambitious government targets for training more
health workers, especially physicians and midwives, require
training institutions to be staffed with sufficient faculty and
adequate facilities to support learning,

US.-Ethiopian academic partnerships are particu-
larly important as incentives to in-country teaching faculty.
With support from the US. President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), one innovative approach
uses computer technology to simultaneously transmit lec-
tures to Addis Ababa medical faculty and regional medical
schools.

Roundtable participants also discussed the Ethio-
pians Government’s plan to greatly increase the number of
physicians to be trained. A new problem-oriented curricu-
lum is being finalized, but keeping staff at public health
facilities remains challenging. To address this issue, the

Ethiopian Ministry of Health and professional associa-
tions are working together to develop incentives to pro-
mote improved staff retention and quality.

While in Ethiopia, Ambassador Goosby also met
with local service providers from associations of people
living with HIV/AIDS, faith-based organizations, public
and private health facilities, local non-governmental orga-
nizations, caregivers of orphans and vulnerable children,
and mothers living with HIV/AIDS.

His discussion with local service providers focused
on the unique nature of front-line service provision and
the challenges associated with ensuring quality and com-
prehensive HIV prevention, care, and treatment services.
In a meeting with service providers across the continuum
of prevention, care, and treatment, Ambassador Goosby
listened to the stories of mothers and people living with
HIV/AIDS, as well as nurses, counselors, and community
organizers. Topics discussed included improving access to
services, community care and support programs, and the
impact of stigma and discrimination.

In a separate session, Ambassador Goosby also
participated in discussions with heads of Regional Health
Bureaus, HIV/AIDS Prevention Offices and key focal per-
sons in other sectors. During this conversation, Ambassador
Goosby learned about the regional capacity to deliver a com-
prehensive response to HIV/AIDS in Ethiopia and how the
US. Government can better support this in future years.

Ambassador Goosby’s November 2009 trip to
Ethiopia was his first since assuming the role of U.S. Glob-
al AIDS Coordinator in June 2009.

United States to Host
2012 International AIDS Conference

At the White House World AIDS Day Event, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton announced that the
2012 International AIDS Conference will be held in Washington, D.C.

“President Obama is implementing the repeal of the ‘HIV entry ban,” a longstanding policy that prevented
people living with HIV/AIDS from entering our country. The repeal will take effect early in the new year, and

we will be vigorously enforcing it.

...I am pleased to announce that, with the repeal of the ban, the Interna-

tional AIDS Society will hold the 2012 International AIDS Conference in Washington, D.C. This conference
will draw together an estimated 30,000 researchers, scientists, policymakers, healthcare providers, activists,
and others from around the world,” said Secretary Clinton.
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Guyana Honors PEPFAR Poster Contest Winners

A On December 1, 2008, the US. Presi- ers and certificates from PEPFAR recognizing their
4 %{’%\ dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief achievement.
\ 4 a&f’” (PEPFAR) launched a World AIDS Day Colorful and vibrant, Harrinarine and Lambert’s
¥V¥  DPoster Contest reflect- pieces were chosen for inclusion in the
ing the theme “Celebrate PEPFAR Poster Show and were exhib-
Life.” PEPFAR invited young people be- ited at World AIDS Day events in the
tween the ages of 5 and 20 from around United States and around the world.
the world to submit posters displaying During the celebration, U.S.
their original artwork. Embassy Chargé d’Affaires Karen Wil-
The winning posters, featuring liams reaffirmed the U.S. Government
commitment to its partners in the fight
against global AIDS.
In Guyana, the “Celebrate Life”
poster competition involved the collab-
oration of PEPFAR, the Peace Corps,

artwork from five continents, were de-
buted in a poster show launched around
World AIDS Day 2009.

On December 2, 2009, the U.S.

Embassy in Guyana honored two young,

local artists whose artwork was featured the Guyanese Ministry of Education,

in this poster show. the Volunteer Youth Corps and the
At the ceremony, which was at- Guyanese National AIDS Programme

tended by competition entrants and students from sur- Secretariat.

rounding schools, contest winners Mariea Harrinarine To view the complete PEPFAR poster

and Athaliah Lambert received prizes for their post- show, please visit: www.flickr.com/photos/pepfar/.

United States and Ghana Enter into
Partnership Framework to Fight HIV/AIDS

On November 30, 2009, U.S. Ambassador to Ghana Donald
Teitelbaum and Ghana Minister of Finance Dr. Kwabena Duffour
signed the Partnership Framework in Support of the Ghanaian
People’s HIV/AIDS National Response.

- This framework will more closely align U.S. Government-sup-
. ported HIV/AIDS efforts through the U.S. President’s Emergen-
cy Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) with Ghana’s national pro-
grams and the efforts of other international partners and civil
society.

The Ghana Partnership Framework will work to reduce the
number of new infections, expand and improve the care and
treatment of people living with HIV/AIDS, strengthen the policy environment, and strengthen health systems
at both the national and community levels.

This partnership framework is available online at: www.pepfar.gov/frameworks/ghana/.
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In Mozambique, Radio Program Promotes HIV
Awareness among Military and Surrounding Community

The United States Department of De-
BN fense (DoD) recognizes the global threat
$) VHIV/AIDS poses to U.S. national security
— as well as that of the rest of the world
— and is combating it through the efforts
of the DoD HIV/AIDS Prevention Program (DHAPP)
and the U.S. Military HIV Research Program (MHRP).

DHAPP was established in 2001 to combat
HIV/AIDS in Africa and India to work with foreign
militaries to decrease the impact of the disease. The
program oversees the contributions to the U.S. Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) of a
range of DoD organizations, which fall under the vari-
ous regional military commands, as well as specialized
DoD institutions whose primary mission falls within
the continental United States.

It now has implemented programs in 75 nations
across Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America.

To provide for the unique needs of the mili-
tary population, DoD hires partner country nationals
to facilitate interactions between the DHAPP technical
experts located at its headquarters at the Naval Health
Research Center and the partner country military HIV/
AIDS program leaders. These country nationals provide
invaluable support because they are most familiar with
the cultural and political backdrop of their individual
nations and therefore provide a unique perspective and
dedication to the programs.

One such individual is Antonio Llanga, a Mozam-
bican national working for DoD. He is the main point
of contact for DoD and PEPFAR activities directed to
the Mozambican military — coordinating frequently with
the Mozambican minister of defense, the chief of the
army and the director of national military health. His
tasks range from discussing annual plans with the Mo-
zambican military, to overseeing the training of military
doctors and nurses, to implementing military prevalence
and behavioral studies.

“I would describe my role as one of an actor in
an action/thriller movie. 'm the beginning and end of
whatever happens in benefit of the Mozambican mili-
tary. If I don’t fight for money to fund activities, then
the program does not exist,” Langa says.

One program that Langa has worked tirelessly
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to support is the Mozambique Armed Forces Local
Radio Station Broadcast. The radio program informs
soldiers about all aspects related to HIV/AIDS, such
as prevention and risk reduction (male circumcision,
condom use, partner reduction), diagnosis (counseling
and testing), care (opportunistic infections, tuberculo-
sis, sexually transmitted diseases), and treatment (pre-
vention of mother-to-child transmission, prevention
with positives, anti-retroviral therapy). It includes live
discussions with doctors and other relevant people with
a telephone number that listeners can call to ask ques-
tions on the air.

“The idea for the radio program was inspired
by the movie ‘Good Morning Vietnam,” and I just used
the same approach and converted it to focus on health
issues, with an emphasis on HIV/AIDS,” Langa says.
According to Langa, the project presented logistical
challenges, but because the Mozambican military took
ownership of the station, it became a success.

“The Mozambican military accepted the chal-
lenge and provided the space to install the station. They
also identified young soldiers to be trained and operate
the radio equipment. DoD brought in a team to train
the Mozambicans on operating a military radio station
— from gathering and processing information, to broad-
casting, to monitoring and evaluation,” Langa says. “We
found great acceptance of the project since it is oper-
ated by the Mozambican military themselves.”

The initial idea was to use a closed circuit radio
—a DJ station and speakers installed in selected areas of
the military base — but ultimately the project ended up as
an FM radio station covering a much wider area around
the military base, therefore reaching more people. Be-
cause the radio program also broadcasts to non-military
areas, it covers other public health issues as well.

“The surrounding community benefits from the
radio program because they are able to discuss health
issues of interest to them,” Langa says.

Both programs receive support from PEPTAR,
as well funding from the Army and other U.S. federal
agencies such as the National Institutes of Health.

Additional information about DoD-supported
efforts to combat global AIDS is available online at:
www.health.mil/Content/docs/MHS_Profiles_ AIDS.pdf.
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