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U.S. Government Reafyrms Commitment to Fight against Global AIDS

On World AIDS Day 2009, the U.S. Govern-
ment underscored its commitment to the pght
against global AIDS.

“On World AIDS Day, let us renew our commit-

ment to ensuring that those infected and affect-
ed by HIV @ the woman on treatment who is supporting
her family, the child who dropped out of school to care
for sick parents, the doctors and nurses without adequate
resources @ that all those who have joined together to
pght this pandemic will someday live in a world where
HIV/AIDS can be prevented and treated as a disease of
the past,0 said Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
at the White House World AIDS Day
event.

Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S.
Global AIDS Coordinator, also afprmed
the U.S. Government’s commitment to
halting the global AIDS pandemic and
emphasized its continued support for
the U.S. Presidentis Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).

olt is important to acknowledge
the work of President George Bush
..and a bipartisan Congress in creating
and continuing to support PEPFAR.
The American people can truly be proud
of the work that is taking place, and of the dedicated
people who are doing this work.

Yet it is equally true that the global AIDS emer-
gency is far from over. Countries still struggle with vast
unmet needs. There are vast unmet needs in our own
country. We need to work harder d and smarter d than
ever before, laying a foundation that countries can build
on for the long term,6 said Ambassador Goosby.

While both acknowledged more needs to done if
the AIDS epidemic is to be defeated, Secretary Clinton
also recognized the many successes achieved in the pght
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against HIV/AIDS thus far.

0We have made progress, but we face an unend-
ing pandemic, one that spares no one, that unfortunate-
ly, disproportionately affects the most vulnerable, and
which is the depning health challenge of our times. And
we have to address it through a series of broad and cross-
cutting global partnerships and a whole-of-government
approach. And that is exactly what we are attempting to
do.

0We know the ravages and complexities of HIV/
AIDS here in our own country, and we know, many of us,
what it looks like around the world. But we can take some
heart in the progress that has been made
over the last two decades. Access to anti-
retroviral treatment in low- and middle-
income countries has risen tenfold in the
last pve years. New HIV infections have
; B fallen by 17 percent over the last eight
years. And much of that progress has
been due to the concerted efforts of the
United States Government and our part-
ners,0 said Secretary Clinton.

PEPFAR also announced its new-
est results on World AIDS Day 2009.
As of September 30, 2009, PEPFAR di-
rectly supported life-saving antiretroviral
treatment for over 2.4 million men, women and children
through its partnerships with more than 30 countries. In
addition, PEPFAR partnerships directly supported care
for nearly 11 million people affected by HIV/AIDS, in-
cluding 3.6 million orphans and vulnerable children. And
in pscal year 2009, PEPFAR directly supported preven-
tion of mother-to-child transmission programs that al-
lowed nearly 100,000 babies of HIV-positive mothers to
be born HIV-free, adding to the nearly 240,000 babies
born without HIV due to PEPFAR support during ppscal
years 2004-2008.
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PEPFAR Launches New Five-Year Strategy

= Launched on World AIDS Day, the Five-Year

) Strategy of the U.S. Presidentis Emergency
N 2% ) Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) outlines
¥V the high-level direction of the program for
its next phase. This strategy reyects lessons
learned in the prst pve years of the program, expands
existing commitments around service delivery, and places
a heightened emphasis on sustainability.

It is a good start,0 said Goosby.

The strategy also describes how PEPFAR will
work to strengthen partner government capacity to lead
the response to this epidemic and other health demands.

olf we are to sustain the gains weive had and
have made against this epidemic, PEPFAR must work in
closer collaboration with country governments to sup-
port and mount a truly global response

The annexes & OPEPFAR and
Prevention, Care and Treatmento; OPEP-
FAR and the Global Context of HIV(;
and OPEPFARGE Contributions to the
Global Health Initiative6 0 provide ad-
ditional detail on the high-level direction
of PEPFAR outlined in the Five-Year
Strategy.

At the launch of the Strategy,
Ambassador Goosby highlighted the ar-
eas PEPFAR will focus on moving for-
ward.
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First, the program will transition
from an emergency response to promo-
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to the shared global burden of disease,6
he said.

In addition, the documents dis-
cuss PEPFARS efforts to expand pre-
vention, care, and treatment in both
concentrated and generalized epidem-
ics; integrate and coordinate HIV/AIDS
programs with broader global health
and development programs to maximize
impact on health systems; and invest in
operations research to evaluate impact,
improve service delivery and maximize
outcomes.

0Today, the situation is markedly

tion of sustainable country programs.

OPEPFAR has already started this with its Part-
nership Framework activity, which is a pve-year strategic
plan developed in collaboration with our partner govern-
ments. But we need to do more, especially around sup-
porting the creation of mid-level government capacity to
oversee, manage and eventually pnance these programs.

different. PEPFAR has brought hope
to millions of people across the world with its treat-
ment and care programs. € But unmet needs are still the
dominant feature of this program. é 1 look forward to
working closely with partner countries, other donors, and
PEPFAR staff in the peld to implement the concepts of
this strategy,0 said Ambassador Goosby.

PEPFAR Responds to Request from South Africa, Plans $120 Million in
Bridge Funding as Nation Launches Expanded Treatment Effort

On World AIDS Day in Pretoria, the U.S. Government announced plans to invest $120 million in one-time
bridge funding from PEPFAR over 2 years to support the South African Government in implementing a new
plan to meet its country’s need for antiretroviral treatment. Ambassador Donald Gips announced the planned
funding (pending Congressional notiycation), noting, fiThis additional funding is in direct response to the

Government of South Africa’s request.”

In a World AIDS Day address, President Zuma outlined a series of

major new steps, describing his Governmentis dramatically intensiyed commitment on HIV/AIDS.

Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, noted: fiwWith its large population of people infected
with HIV, South Africa is a key to solving the global crisis. Weire encouraged by the Governmentis action to
craft a program to meet its people’s needs in a sustainable way, and we’ll continue to partner with them as

they chart this new course.”

For more information, please visit: http://southafrica.usembassy.gov/press091201.html.
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