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 Earlier this month, the Obama Administration 
revealed an important new piece of  its foreign policy 
agenda: a consultation document on the strategy for the 
Global Health Initiative (GHI). This document outlines 
the U.S. Government’s operational plan for the GHI, em-
phasizing integration of  programming, implementation 
of  sustainable efforts, efþcient approaches with positive 
results and collaboration among partners.
 As described in the consultation 
document, the GHI will support partner 
countries in their efforts to improve the 
health of  their people, with a particular fo-
cus on improving the health of  women and 
children. As a cornerstone of  the GHI, the 
U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief  (PEPFAR) is a critical piece of  this 
initiative.
 As a result of  the remarkable suc-
cesses the United States Government has 
achieved with partner nations in the þght 
against HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculo-
sis in the past decade, the GHI seeks to expand existing 
U.S. Government commitments to broaden the impact 
of  its activities upon broader health systems.
 Cultivating a sustainable response to the range of  
global health issues is no easy task. The Administration is 
dedicating unprecedented funding – totaling $63 billion 
over six years ð towards the GHI. This þgure is nothing 
short of  remarkable: compared to the preceding six-year 
period from 2003-2008, this resource commitment for 
2009-2014 represents more than a doubling of  funds.
 This initiative represents a new and innovative 
way of  doing business for the U.S. Government, pro-
moting coordination among agencies and programs to 
avoid duplication of  efforts and maximize the impact of  
each dollar invested. As part of  GHI, PEPFAR will work 
closely with other United States Government programs 

to build the efþciency and effectiveness of  national health 
systems, strengthening their ability to meet the variety 
of  health needs individuals face, including HIV-related 
needs.
 The GHI prioritizes a woman- and girl-centered 
approach. Over the long term, improving the health of  
women acts as a positive multiplier, beneþting not only 
the health but the social and economic development of  

future generations. 
	 The GHI principles also reÿect the real-
ity that improving global health outcomes 
is a shared responsibility, and emphasizes 
collaboration with country and internation-
al partners. To sustain the gains made on 
HIV, PEPFAR will strengthen its partner-
ships with the multilateral community, non-
governmental organizations and the private 
sector.
 “PEPFAR has accomplished great success 
since its inception over six years ago, and 
now as part of  the GHI, I look forward to 

implementing President Obama and Secretary Clinton’s vi-
sion to build on our achievement in the þght against HIV/
AIDS,” said Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS 
Coordinator.
 To view the consultation document, please visit: 
www.pepfar.gov/ghi/index.htm.
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