PEPFAR Scientific Advisory Board
MARPs Working Group Conference Call

Thursday, May 12, 2011 10:00 A.M. EST

PEPFAR Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) Participants: Don DesJarlais, James Mcintyre, Chris Beyrer

Office of Global AIDS Coordinator (OGAC) Participants: Rich Needle, Rob Lyerla, Chau Nguyen

MINUTES

PEPFAR Updates: PEPFAR updates were given by Rich Needle with the MARPs WG members input and
discussion.

Regional IDU meetings

There will be 3 regional PEPFAR IDU meetings to help countries plan for FY12 COP as it related to the
PEPFAR IDU guidance. The purpose of the meeting is to share evidence and best practices including how
to move from advocacy to implementation. As an FYI, there has been a slight uptick in the FY12 budget
for IDU activities (from $24M to $27M).

e 1% regional meeting: June 13-16, 2011 in Kenya will focus primarily on IDUs. 4 PEPFAR countries
(MZ, SA, TZ, and KE) and a few non-PEPFAR countries to send representatives.

o 2™ regional meeting: July 11-15, 2011 in Ukraine. Agenda to include issues related to MARPs along
with Care and Treatment and Gender-related issues. Representatives will be from Central Asia and
Eastern Europe.

e 3¢ regional meeting: September (2" week or TBD) in Asia (either Vietnam or Thailand — TBD). Will
check conflicting meetings before confirming the date.

Follow-up: Rich will send around the agendas when they are developed and share outcomes from the
meeting.

Draft MSM Guidance

The MSM Guidance is in progress with release date TBD. Once the guidance is released, there will also
be regional meetings to help implement the MSM guidance through the COP. These meetings will be in
Latin America/Caribbean, Africa, and Asia respectively. Agenda and dates forthcoming.

Follow-up: OGAC will inform the group when the MSM guidance is released including regional meetings
to be planned.

Chris Beyrer shared and updated the group on a draft MSM-HIV Guidance for MSM research, funded by
amfAR, and in collaboration with JHU, 1AVI, Global Forum and UNDP. This guidance is a followup after 2
meetings in Vienna last July to discuss community-researcher engagement in MSM/HIV research
efforts. The purpose of this document, with the framework of “Promote-Protect - Fulfill”, is to assist
both researchers and community-groups in thinking through effective ways of collaboratively
conducting HIV research with MSM, including vaccine and preparedness trials. The guidance includes a
checklist of factors to consider in conducting this research taking into account the challenging and



various rights-constrained environments that affect MSM. Case studies and lessons learned through
examining recent successful and challenging studies are also included. This guidance is timely as the
incidence is high in this group, and there are upcoming trials around microbicides, oral PrEP, and
combination prevention in MSM. The goal is to launch the Guidance Document at the IAS Rome in July
2011.

PEPFAR and WHO

PEPFAR is working with WHO in moving forward the following Guidances:

e Universal Access and Coverage Guidance - This will include setting targets, surveillance, and
electronic recording.

e WHO MSM Guidance - This is in progress; currently reviewing literature.

o Sex Workers Guidance — Currently not a focus in PEPFAR for a variety of reasons, though activities in
this area can be conducted through the COP. However, this population plays a key factor in the
epidemic and PEPFAR input into this guidance will be crucial. The MARPs working group thought
this made sense for WHO and other UN groups to take the lead on this activity with an advocacy
role due to government/political sensitivities. PEPFAR will still have a leadership and key
collaboration role to play however. JHU and World Bank are also doing related work on this issue.

PEPFAR NIDA RFA
As shared previously, the PEPFAR RFA targeting IDUs, funded by and released through NIDA, is in
release. The title, information, and link to apply are provided below:

HIV/AIDS Implementation Science Targeting Drug Using Populations: A Collaboration with PEPFAR
(RO1)

The Office of the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator is pleased to announce a new joint OGAC/NIH
collaboration to solicit implementation science research proposals relevant to programs supported by
PEPFAR that address drug using populations. HIV burden of diseases is high and growing among drug
using populations in many parts of the world. Access to services is suboptimal and barriers persist
limiting the implementation and scaling up of core prevention services. A rigorous implementation
science research agenda is needed to improve program delivery in PEPFAR countries and to increase the
global impact of proven HIV/AIDS modalities in prevention, treatment, and care for drug users,
particularly persons who inject drugs. Implementation science research is the multidisciplinary field that
addresses issues of scale-up of the implementation of prevention, treatment and care services in diverse
settings.

Application Due Date: August 1, 2011

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-DA-12-002.html

PEPFAR Funds Discussion
The MARPs working group brought up the possibility of having funds available specific for MARPs-

related work. The purpose would be to stimulate countries to do more activities around prevention and
care in MARPs populations which could later be incorporated into the COP (similar to the Gender
Initiative). There was general agreement that there is a need for this based on the amount of support
relative to burden and that more should be done in this area.



Follow-up: MARPS working group to discuss among themselves to move this plan forward and provide a
recommendation to the SAB and the Ambassador accordingly. Follow-up phone calls to be had later this
month. A document, using implementation science as the framework, will be drafted for input. Don
Deslarlais will draft an email to the Board with this proposal.

Next steps: Proposal to have the MARPs working group present at the next Scientific Advisory Board
meeting, to be held in Washington DC on September 7-8, 2011. The next call to be held before then,
tentative date August TBD.



