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PEPFAR supports Objective 3 (Protect Children from 
Violence, Exploitation, Abuse and Neglect) of the Action 
Plan for Children in Adversity (APCA) through programs 
that strengthen community-based and government 
protection systems. 

  
  

Objective 3 of the Action Plan for Children in Adversity (APCA) commits the U.S. Government to facilitate 
efforts by national governments and partners to prevent, respond to, and protect children from violence, 
exploitation, abuse, and neglect.  

PEPFAR is the largest supporter of informal community-based services and formal government services to 
protect children from violence. The examples below describe PEPFAR supported interventions identified by the 
Action Plan for Children in Adversity as contributing to “Protecting Children from Violence”.   

Preventing Violence Against Children 

 In Zimbabwe, Children First developed radio campaign programs to raise awareness about the dangers of 
child abuse, child labor, trafficking, substance abuse and other issues. The dramas targeted children between 
the ages of 6 and 17 as well as their caregivers, and 
other community stakeholders. Messages were also 
communicated through a series of comic books. 

 Violence against Children (VAC) surveys in 10 countries 
help to raise awareness about the nature and 
magnitude of child abuse. In addition to supporting the 
surveys themselves, PEPFAR is facilitating governments 
to develop and implement national, multi-sectoral plans 
to address abuse, particularly sexual abuse, in Tanzania, 
Kenya, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Haiti with 
future work planned for Nigeria, Rwanda, Botswana and 
Zambia. 

 

Care for Children Who have Survived Violence 

 In South Africa PEPFAR OVC programs provided 328,000 instances of child protection services, including 
legal support for over 4,000 children.    

 In Tanzania, PEPFAR supported the government and other partners to establish a helpline to respond to 
reports of child abuse. In its first three months, the helpline received 1,146 calls from throughout the country.  
Similarly, In Zimbabwe, PEPFAR worked with Childline Zimbabwe to expand its 24-hour child abuse hotline 
and establish community-based drop-in centers, which have already offered crisis counseling, referrals, and 
other critical services to over 2,000 children. 

 In Swaziland, PEPFAR works with the Department of Social Welfare and the International Association of 
Forensic Nurses to improve post-rape care for children in medical facilities.  

PEPFAR Orphans and Vulnerable Children: 
Protect Children from Violence, Exploitation, Abuse and Neglect  
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 In South Africa and other countries, PEPFAR supports one-stop centers staffed by police, counselors and 
clinical professionals who together provide child friendly care to child abuse survivors. The Greater Rape 
Intervention Project (GRIP) currently manages 75+ response centers, and has served over 30,000 abuse 
survivors, including children as young as 4 years old.  

 In Cote D’Ivoire, PEPFAR supported the Ministry of Family, Women and Social Affairs to establish legal 
protection units in 26 social centers around country.  

 In Zimbabwe, PEPFAR supports child protection committees to create "places of safety," temporary foster 
homes for child survivors of abuse and some homeless children. PEPFAR also works with the Department of 
Social Services to reunify these children with their families, or, where necessary, identify more permanent 
family placements for children that cannot return home.  
 

 

Hope has two daughters. Their names are Anger and Courage. Anger at the way things are and Courage to see that they 
do not remain as they are.”- St. Augustine of Hippo 

 

Mary Makokha, the founder of REEP (Rural Education and Economic Enhancement 
Programme), holds a photo of a large group of children, their backs turned away from the 
camera and towards a wall painted with this St. Augustine quote. She explains, “These are 
all the children that came to us last season who had been violated, abused.  We do not show 
their faces but we tell their stories because they do not have anyone else to tell them.  And we 
fight for them.” 
 
Celestine, a 15-year-old orphan, is one of those children. After her parents died from AIDS, 
Celestine was abused by her guardians. "My uncle would come home drunk every day and 
beat me up. One day my best friend introduced me to her 24-year-old brother-in-law. I 
went home with him that day and became his wife." Her husband, Geoffrey, claimed that 
he did not believe his relationship with Celestine was unlawful because he did not force her 
to come with him. But with the help of REEP, Celestine left Geoffrey a week later and is now 
in a safe and supported environment where her uncle can no longer subject her to cruelty 
and where she does not have to resort to leaving school and marrying in order to escape a 

life of abuse. 
 
Mary Makokha says that her small organization handles an average of 12 abuse cases per week. With the help of 
PEPFAR and other donor support, REEP has taken a family and community oriented approach to addressing child 
protection concerns while at the same time ensuring that each abuse survivor is treated with sensitivity and each case is 
handled carefully. REEP raises awareness about the rights of children and offers parenting programs to prevent abuse 
among caregivers. REEP has also facilitated legal and psychosocial services for children, like Celestine, who have 
experienced abuse. REEP works with the government to strengthen referral systems. Staff from REEP have even provided 
children with safe shelter in their own homes in order to keep them safe from perpetrators.   
 
Protecting children from violence is never easy.  But hopeful and courageous people, like the staff of REEP and thousands 
of community organizations like REEP, prove that violence can be stopped and children who have experienced abuse can 
heal. Faced with a world of violence, Mary says, “This will not stand.  We can change the way things are and make this 
world safer for children”. PEPFAR is proud to support their efforts through our orphans and vulnerable children 
programming. 
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