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PEPFAR began as a compassionate 
emergency program under the Bush  
Administration bringing lifesaving  

prevention and treatment services to  
the countries around the globe where 

the epidemic had decimated  
communities.  The HIV/AIDS  

pandemic brought despair and death, 
PEPFAR brought hope and life.

 � We cannot end the HIV/AIDS epidemic through medical interventions alone.  We must also address the 
underlying issues that prevent people from accessing medical interventions, including human rights and 
prevailing stigma and discrimination.

 � When any person is stigmatized or unable to access services due to discrimination, the health and human 
dignity of everyone in the community are threatened and the epidemic continues to expand rather than 
contract.

The Challenge

 � PEPFAR has specific initiatives addressing the dynamics driving stigma, discrimination, and violence as well 
as expanding key populations' access to and retention in HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment services. 

 � In 2016, PEPFAR launched the $100 million Key Populations Investment Fund to support multi-year, 
comprehensive approaches to directly fund community-based organizations serving key populations.  This 
is complementary to the other PEPFAR-supported efforts, including the Key Populations Challenge Fund, 
the Key Populations Implementation Science Initiative, and the Local Capacity Initiative. 

 � PEPFAR and the Elton John AIDS Foundation partner on a $10 million LGBT Fund initiative to strengthen 
organizations working to meet the HIV-related needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
people, with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean.

 � PEPFAR is a founding donor of the Robert Carr Civil Society Networks Fund, which strengthens civil 
society networks and helps populations most in need of HIV services, and committed $10 million to  
its most recent replenishment.
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PEPFAR is the largest commitment by any nation to address a single disease in history. Including the President’s FY 2017 Budget request to 
Congress, through PEPFAR, the American people will invest over $70 billion from FY 2004-FY 2017 to fight HIV/AIDS globally, saving and 

improving millions of lives and accelerating progress toward achieving an AIDS-free generation.
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