
Adolescent Girls and Young Women 2017

PEPFAR empowers 
adolescent girls and 

young women to 
protect their health, 

well-being, and pursue 
their dreams.

�� Every day, more than 1,000 adolescent girls and young women are infected with HIV.

�� Girls and young women account for 75% of new HIV infections among adolescents in sub-Saharan Africa.

The Challenge

�� PEPFAR, along with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Girl Effect, Johnson & Johnson, Gilead Sciences, and 
ViiV Healthcare, drives the ambitious $385 million DREAMS Partnership to help girls develop into Determined, 
Resilient, Empowered, AIDS-free, Mentored, and Safe women. The complementary DREAMS Innovation 
Challenge supports innovative approaches to meet their comprehensive needs, which specifically put them at risk 
for HIV infection.

�� Since its launch, DREAMS has reached over 1 million adolescent girls and young women with critical 
comprehensive HIV prevention in high-burden geographic areas to reduce their risk of HIV, help them to know 
their HIV status, and ultimately prevent HIV.

�� PEPFAR aims to reduce new HIV infections among adolescent girls and young women by 40% in the areas of 10 
sub-Saharan African countries with the greatest HIV/AIDS burden by the end of 2017.  This target underscores 
PEPFAR’s Contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals.

�� Gender-based violence is a violation of human rights and fosters the spread of HIV/AIDS. Girls who experience 
violence are up to three times more likely to be infected with HIV.  Violence Against Children (VAC) surveys in 11 
countries, most supported by PEPFAR, found an average of one in three young women reported their first sexual 
experience as forced.

�� The PEPFAR Dashboards disaggregate data by sex, age, and geography, helping target and tailor PEPFAR’s  
efforts to reach adolescent girls and young women most in need.

PEPFAR's Impact
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PEPFAR is the largest commitment by any nation to address a single disease in history. Including the President’s FY 2017 Budget request to 
Congress, through PEPFAR, the American people will invest over $70 billion from FY 2004-FY 2017 to fight HIV/AIDS globally, saving and 

improving millions of lives and accelerating progress toward achieving an AIDS-free generation.
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